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Give plenty of room to long vehicles on the roundabout 
as they need more room to manoeuvre. Do not ride in the 
space they need to get round the roundabout. It may be 
safer to wait until they have cleared the roundabout.

Crossing the road
Do not ride across equestrian crossings, as they are for 
horse riders only. Do not ride across a pelican, puffin or 
zebra crossing. Dismount and wheel your cycle across.

Toucan crossings. These are light-controlled crossings, 
which allow cyclists and pedestrians to share crossing 
space and cross at the same time. They are push-button 
operated. Pedestrians and cyclists will see the green 
signal together. Cyclists are permitted to ride across.

Cycle-only crossings. Cycle tracks on opposite sides 
of the road may be linked by signalled crossings. You may 
ride across but you MUST NOT cross until the green 
cycle symbol is showing.

Law TSR reg 33(1)

Level crossings/Tramways. Take extra care when 
crossing the tracks (see Rule 306). You should dismount 
at level crossings where a ‘Cyclist Dismount’ sign is 
displayed.

Rules for motorcyclists
These rules are in addition to those in the following 
sections, which apply to all vehicles. For motorcycle 
licence requirements see pages 118–119.

General
On all journeys, the rider and pillion passenger on a 
motorcycle, scooter or moped MUST wear a protective 
helmet. This does not apply to a follower of the Sikh 
religion while wearing a turban. Helmets MUST comply 
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Rules for motorcyclists

with the regulations and they MUST be fastened 
securely. Riders and passengers of motor tricycles and 
quadricycles, also called quadbikes, should also wear a 
protective helmet. Before each journey check that your 
helmet visor is clean and in good condition.

Laws MC(PH)R (as amended) reg 2, RTO 1995 Arts 27 & 28

It is also advisable to wear eye protectors, which MUST 
comply with the Regulations. Scratched or poorly fitting eye 
protectors can limit your view when riding, particularly in 
bright sunshine and the hours of darkness. Consider wearing 
ear protectors. Strong boots, gloves and suitable clothing 
may help to protect you if you are involved in a collision.

Laws MC(EP)R (as amended) reg 2 & RTO 1995 Art 29

You MUST NOT carry more than one pillion passenger, 
who MUST sit astride the machine on a proper seat. 
They should face forward with both feet on the footrests. 
You MUST NOT carry a pillion passenger unless your 
motorcycle is designed to do so. Provisional licence 
holders MUST NOT carry a pillion passenger.

Laws RTO 1995 Art 34, MV(DL)R reg 12(5) & CUR reg 118

Daylight riding. Make yourself as visible as possible 
from the side as well as the front and the rear. You could 
wear a light or brightly coloured helmet and fluorescent 
clothing or strips. Dipped headlights, even in good 
daylight, may also make you more conspicuous. 
However, be aware that other vehicle drivers may still not 
have seen you, or judged your distance or speed 
correctly, especially at junctions.
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Rule 86
Help yourself 
to be seen
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Riding in the dark. Wear reflective clothing or strips to 
improve your visibility in the dark. These reflect the light 
from the headlamps of other vehicles, making you visible 
from a long distance. See Rules 113–116 for lighting 
requirements.

Manoeuvring. You should be aware of what is behind 
and to the sides before manoeuvring. Look behind you; 
use mirrors if they are fitted. When in traffic queues, 
look out for pedestrians crossing between vehicles and 
vehicles emerging from junctions, or changing lanes. 
Position yourself so that drivers can see you in their 
mirrors. Additionally, when filtering in slow-moving traffic, 
take care and keep your speed low.

Remember: Observation–Signal–Manoeuvre

Rules for drivers and 
motorcyclists
Vehicle condition. You MUST ensure your vehicle and 
trailer comply with the full requirements of the Motor 
Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (NI) and the 
Road Vehicles Lighting Regulations (NI) (see page 123).

Laws CUR, RVLR

Fitness to drive
Make sure that you are fit to drive. You MUST report to 
the Driver and Vehicle Agency any health condition likely 
to affect your driving.

Law RTO 1981 Art 11

Driving when you are tired greatly increases your risk of 
collision. To minimise this risk

make sure you are fit to drive. Do not begin a journey •	
if you are tired. Get a good night’s sleep before 
embarking on a long journey

avoid undertaking long journeys between midnight and •	
6am, when natural alertness is at a minimum
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